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ABSTRACT

In his book "Mass Communication Theory", Denis McQuail explains that the emergence of internet technology has brought the spectrum of mass media into a new force of communication, influencing social integration, disintegration, and public enlightenment through information disseminated by mass media. Mass media cannot be separated from its role as a medium for advertising, entertainment, and as a tool for economic and political propaganda to influence public opinion on various issues.
The issue of nickel mining activities in the Raja Ampat region in 2025, for example, was reported with different tones by Tempo and Media Indonesia. Tempo, known for its investigative journalism style and founded by liberal-minded figure Goenawan Mohamad, tends to portray the nickel mining issue with a negative sentiment. In contrast, Media Indonesia, owned by Surya Paloh and closely affiliated with the government, tends to frame the issue more positively. These differences in reporting perspectives align with the framework of media and society formation theory (Westley & MacLean, 1957, in McQuail, 2010), which highlights the key determinants of media coverage, such as institutional control, organizational motives, involvement of other social institutions, and the portrayal of reality shaped by each institution’s “media logic.
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INTRODUCTION
Framing theory as developed by Entman (1993) emphasizes how media select certain aspects of perceived reality and make them more salient in communication texts. In the context of this study, framing analysis is not only used to identify the tone of coverage but also to examine lexical choices, sources, and structural composition of news articles. Pan and Kosicki (1993) argue that framing involves four dimensions syntactic, script, thematic, and rhetorical structures that can be systematically analyzed to reveal ideological orientations.   
Meanwhile, political economy of media as explained by Mosco (2009) focuses on the ownership, production, and distribution of media content, and how these factors shape the public sphere. This approach is relevant in the Indonesian media landscape where conglomerate ownership often intersects with political power, influencing editorial decisions (Herman & Chomsky, 1998; Bagdikian, 2004). The intersection between media framing and political economy provides a robust lens to analyze how Tempo and Media Indonesia construct competing narratives about nickel mining in Raja Ampat.
The expansion of extractive industries, particularly nickel mining in conservation-designated regions such as Raja Ampat, has emerged as a key issue within Indonesia’s contemporary media and political communication landscape. Raja Ampat, globally recognized for having one of the highest levels of marine biodiversity in the world, now faces ecological pressure due to rising global demand for nickel—an essential resource for electric vehicle batteries and the broader energy transition. Amid these geopolitical and economic interests, mass media plays a crucial role in shaping public perceptions of the relationship between development, conservation, and political agendas.
In this context, analyzing media political communication is essential for understanding how media outlets construct social realities and represent environmental issues through the influence of structural forces within the media industry. As McQuail (2011) asserts, the media does not merely transmit information; it functions as a social institution capable of shaping social integration and disintegration through the framing of particular issues. This aligns with Herman and Chomsky’s (1998) argument that ownership structures, political alignments, and corporate economic interests can significantly influence media bias.
The divergent reporting on nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat by Tempo Online and Media Indonesia reflects these dynamics. Tempo—rooted in investigative journalism and long known for its editorial independence—tends to frame the issue critically by highlighting environmental and socio-economic risks. In contrast, Media Indonesia owned by Surya Paloh and politically aligned with the government presents a more favorable portrayal by emphasizing economic development and regulatory compliance. These contrasting frames exemplify how media logic (Altheide & Snow, 1979) and the Westley and MacLean (1957) model of media–society formation shape news production processes.
Furthermore, framing theory (Entman, 1993) and the political economy of media (Mosco, 2009) provide analytical frameworks for examining how lexical choices, narrative structures, source selection, and agenda-setting practices reflect the ideological orientations of each news outlet. In today’s fragmented digital media environment, the selection and construction of key issues increasingly influence how audiences interpret strategic matters such as natural resource exploitation in conservation zones. This study is therefore important not only for examining structural media biases but also for understanding the ethical and political implications of environmental news reporting.
Based on this background, the present study aims to conduct a comparative textual analysis of reports by Tempo and Media Indonesia on nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat throughout 2025. The focus is to reveal how media ownership, political affiliation, and editorial orientation shape the framing of environmental, economic, and public-interest issues. The study seeks to contribute to the development of media political communication scholarship, particularly within the broader discourse on development and conservation in Indonesia.

Background: Raja Ampat And Nickel Mining
Raja Ampat is internationally recognized for its extraordinary marine biodiversity and status as a premier ecotourism destination. Designated as part of the Coral Triangle, it hosts more than 1,500 species of fish and 500 species of coral. Nickel mining in Raja Ampat has been controversial since the early 2010s, with several permits overlapping conservation zones. In 2025, five companies PT Gag Nickel, PT Anugerah Surya Pratama (ASP), PT Mulia Raymond Perkasa (MRP), PT Kawei Sejahtera Mining (KSM), and PT Nurhamwere granted or renewed licenses by the government. Environmental groups argue that mining activities threaten marine ecosystems and local livelihoods, while proponents emphasize the potential for economic development and increased national revenue from nickel exports, particularly for electric vehicle battery production.
The media holds persuasive power to influence the public. The strength of the media lies in its ability to provide facts and shape what we want to know about the world, becoming a key source for opinions and ideas. Media has the capacity to influence our thinking patterns and behavior. Importantly, media possesses its own culture, which shapes political perspectives and social attitudes.
Ideally, mass media serves as a communication system that delivers symbolic messages to the wider society with the aim of entertaining, informing, and instilling values into public life. However, when the media is dominated by those in power, it is often used primarily for political and economic interests. Similarly, in the context of capital ownership, power holders and wealthy elites frequently leverage the media to propagate their agendas systematically, even creating significant conflicts among competing class interests (Herman & Chomsky, 1998:01).
Mass media acts as a channel connecting communicators and audiences on a large scale, where audiences are numerous, geographically dispersed, highly heterogeneous, and subject to significant influence (Tan & Wright in Liliweri, 1991). According to Downing (1990:15), the study of media political economy provides a form of critical analysis, highlighting the interconnections between media, economic structures, and political power. Consequently, the political economy perspective on media belongs to the critical paradigm, alongside cultural studies, Frankfurt School critical theory, reception theory, and semiotics.
Mass media also functions as a space for the circulation of ideas that involve public interests. However, questions arise regarding the extent to which media can act fairly when mediating diverse interests and whether it positions issues proportionally. These concerns lead to assumptions that media institutions are often influenced by specific political agendas, prioritizing political objectives over broader public needs (Nasharudin, 2017:10). Understanding the study of media political economy refers to Vincent Mosco’s definition (1996:26): “Political economy is the study of control and survival in social life.”
This highlights that political economy is closely related to media ownership, production, consumption, distribution, power dynamics, relationships with political elites, and media’s role in shaping civilization. These theoretical perspectives can be observed in how different ownership structures influence reporting styles, as seen in the coverage of nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat by Media Indonesia and Tempo.For instance, an article titled “Five Mining Companies Operating in Raja Ampat”, published by Media Indonesia on June 8, 2025, emphasizes ongoing mining operations by companies with government approval in the region. Dr. Ir. Hatma Suryatmojo, S.Hut., M.Si, a forestry expert from Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), stressed the need for strict regulatory procedures for mining activities in protected forest areas. The report frames the government’s issuance of 16 Mining Business Permits (IUPs) in Raja Ampat, of which 13 overlap with the Raja Ampat Geopark area, in a way that appears supportive of the government’s decision to allow five companies to continue operating.
In contrast, Tempo published an article on June 13, 2025, titled “Nickel Mining Permit Controversy in Raja Ampat”, which presents the issue through a critical lens, focusing on strategic economic interests and the exploitation of natural resources. Tempo highlights negative sentiments toward certain stakeholders involved in the mining projects, emphasizing potential threats to the ecosystem and local livelihoods. The differences in framing between Media Indonesia and Tempo demonstrate how media political economy practices shape reporting styles and influence public perceptions. This study aims to analyze the relationship between media ownership, political interests, and reporting styles in covering the nickel mining controversy in Raja Ampat, particularly during the third quarter of 2025, using a textual analysis approach.

 LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Media representations of environmental and political issues are shaped by complex interactions between institutional structures, ownership patterns, editorial ideologies, and communicative practices. This section outlines the theoretical foundations used to analyze how Tempo and Media Indonesia construct narratives about nickel mining in Raja Ampat.
1. Framing Theory
Framing theory, as articulated by Entman (1993), explains how media highlight certain aspects of reality to make them more salient. Entman identifies four core framing functions: problem definition, causal diagnosis, moral evaluation, and treatment recommendation. Within this study, framing theory enables the identification of how each media outlet emphasizes different dimensions of the mining issue—Tempo foregrounding environmental risks and community concerns, while Media Indonesia foregrounds economic development and government policy.
Pan and Kosicki’s (1993) structural framing model further guides the textual analysis by examining framing through four dimensions: syntactic (headline and lead structure), script (news narrative flow), thematic (contextual interpretation), and rhetorical structures (word choices, metaphors, and imagery). These dimensions help uncover deeper ideological orientations embedded in the reporting.
2. Political Economy of Media
The political economy perspective, grounded in the works of Mosco (2009) and Herman & Chomsky (1998), provides a critical lens to analyze how media ownership, market structures, and political affiliations influence news production. This approach asserts that media institutions are shaped by broader economic and political forces that determine which narratives are amplified or marginalized. In the Indonesian context, media conglomeration and political patronage create structural dependencies that affect editorial autonomy. Tempo’s long-standing reputation for investigative journalism contrasts with the more government-aligned orientation of Media Indonesia, illustrating how ownership patterns can shape framing strategies. The political economy approach thus reveals how economic interests and political alliances influence the portrayal of development and environmental issues.
3. Media Logic
Altheide and Snow’s (1979) concept of media logic emphasizes that media organizations operate using specific formats, routines, and production norms that shape the selection and presentation of content. Media logic also explains the homogenization of news practices, where outlets closely aligned with government institutions may rely heavily on official statements and press releases. Understanding media logic helps explain why Media Indonesia tends to prioritize government voices and regulatory narratives, while Tempo deviates from standardized routines through investigative approaches that highlight alternative perspectives.
4. Agenda-Setting Theory
Agenda-setting theory (McCombs & Shaw, 1972) argues that media influence what issues the public perceives as important. In resource-rich regions like Raja Ampat, the choice of which aspects of mining activities to highlighteconomic benefits or environmental risks significantly shapes policy debates and public discourse. In this study, Media Indonesia reinforces development-oriented agendas by focusing on economic growth and government legitimacy, while Tempo elevates environmental and social concerns, pushing sustainability issues into public awareness.
METHODS
This study examined a corpus of 12 articles published between May and June 2025: six from Tempo Online and six from Media Indonesia Online. The articles were selected based on their relevance to the nickel mining controversy in Raja Ampat. The analysis employed a coding scheme adapted from Pan and Kosicki (1993) focusing on headline tone, lexical choices, source selection, and narrative structure. Each article was coded twice to ensure intercoder reliability. The analysis followed three stages: (1) identifying dominant frames and subframes in each article; (2) comparing lexical and rhetorical patterns; and (3) evaluating the relationship between media ownership and framing strategies. This triangulation method enhanced the validity of the findings.
This research employs a qualitative descriptive research method. According to Bogdan and Taylor (in Moleong, 2012:4), qualitative methodology is defined as a research procedure that produces descriptive data in the form of written or spoken words from observed individuals and behaviors. In qualitative research, the researcher studies various phenomena within their natural settings, attempting to understand these phenomena based on the meanings constructed by the people involved (Denzin & Lincoln, in Suwarsono, 2016). According to Fraenkel & Wallen (1990), qualitative research focuses on processes, with researchers primarily interested in understanding how and why events occur (Nasharudin, 2017:56).
Furthermore, Moleong (2005:10) explains that qualitative descriptive research is an approach where the data collected consists of words, images, and not numbers. Such data can be obtained from interviews, field notes, photographs, video recordings, personal documents, archives, memos, and other forms of documentation (Moleong, 2005:4). This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design using a comparative textual analysis approach to examine how Tempo and Media Indonesia framed the nickel mining controversy in Raja Ampat. The methodology integrates framing analysis, political economy perspectives, and textual examination to uncover structural differences in reporting practices.
1. Research Design
This research follows a qualitative descriptive methodology, which focuses on interpreting meaning, context, and discursive patterns within news texts. According to Bogdan and Taylor (in Moleong, 2012), qualitative methods generate descriptive data in the form of written or spoken words. This approach allows the researcher to explore how media outlets construct social realities through language, narrative organization, and sourcing patterns.


2. Data Sources and Corpus Selection
A total of 12 online news articles published between May and June 2025 were selected as the primary corpus: six articles from Tempo Online and six from Media Indonesia Online. These articles were chosen based on three criteria:
1. Relevance to nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat.
2. Alignment with the study’s timeframe 
3. Representation of each outlet’s coverage tone and editorial orientation.
Additional supporting data were collected from government publications, NGO reports, academic literature, and environmental policy documents to enhance contextual interpretation and triangulation.
3. Analytical Framework
The analysis follows a three-stage process:
1. Identification of Dominant Frames Each article was coded to identify problem definitions, causal interpretations, moral evaluations, and solution frames, based on Entman’s (1993) framing model.
2. Structural Analysis Using Pan & Kosicki’s Framework (1993) The articles were examined through syntactic structures (headlines, leads), script structures (narrative flow), thematic structures (contextual coherence), and rhetorical structures (lexical choices, metaphors, quotations).
3. Comparative Analysis The findings from Tempo and Media Indonesia were contrasted to reveal structural differences in framing, source selection, and ideological orientation.
4. Coding Procedure and Reliability
To enhance analytical rigor, each article was coded independently twice. Coding categories included:
· Headline tone (positive, negative, neutral)
· Lexical indicators of bias
· Source attribution (government, corporate, NGO, community)
· Narrative emphasis (economic, environmental, political)
· Rhetorical markers (evaluative adjectives, metaphors, modal verbs)
Intercoder reliability was strengthened using repeated coding cycles and peer cross-checking of coding categories.
5. Triangulation
To ensure validity and reliability, the study applied methodological triangulation by:
· Cross-referencing media data with external reports (government, NGOs)
· Comparing findings across two media institutions
· Integrating theoretical triangulation from framing, political economy, and media logic perspectives
6. Ethical Considerations
This study relied exclusively on publicly available documents and news materials. No human subjects were involved, and therefore no additional ethical clearance was required. All sources are cited appropriately to maintain academic integrity. This methodological framework ensures a systematic and credible analysis of how media ownership, political affiliations, and editorial norms shape the reporting of nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat.
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
Headline Analysis: Tempo often uses problem-oriented headlines such as 'Nickel Mining Permit Controversy in Raja Ampat' emphasizing conflict, while Media Indonesia employs neutral or positive framing like 'Five Mining Companies Operating in Raja Ampat,' which normalizes mining activities. Lexical Choice: Tempo frequently employs terms like 'threat,' 'damage,' and 'opposition,' whereas Media Indonesia favors terms like 'development,' 'investment,' and 'opportunity.' These word choices subtly guide audience perception. Source Attribution: Tempo prioritizes voices from NGOs, academics, and local community leaders, placing government responses toward the end of articles. Media Indonesia, conversely, foregrounds statements from government officials and company representatives, with little to no coverage of opposition voices.
ETHICAL JOURNALISM AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS
The ethical dimension of journalism is central to understanding these framing differences. The Society of Professional Journalists' Code of Ethics (SPJ, 2014) emphasizes accuracy, fairness, and independence as key principles. While both Tempo and Media Indonesia operate within the Indonesian legal and regulatory framework, their divergent approaches reflect varying degrees of adherence to these principles. Tempo's inclusion of multiple voices aligns with fairness and independence, whereas Media Indonesia's emphasis on government perspectives raises questions about balance and potential.
              These observations have important policy implications. The Indonesian Press Council (Dewan Pers) could strengthen transparency requirements regarding media ownership and editorial independence to mitigate potential biases. Academic institutions can integrate media literacy education into curricula to equip citizens with tools to critically evaluate news content. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and community groups can also play a role by producing independent reports and amplifying marginalized voices in environmental controversies.
Media Logic and Agenda-Setting Perspectives
Beyond framing and political economy, two additional theoretical perspectives further illuminate the differences between Tempo and Media Indonesia: media logic and agenda-setting theory. Altheide and Snow (1979) introduced the concept of media logic to explain how the formats and routines of media production influence the selection and presentation of content. Under this framework, Media Indonesia's reliance on official government sources reflects a routine of reporting press releases and official statements, while Tempo's investigative tradition disrupts this logic by prioritizing alternative narratives 
            Agenda-setting theory (McCombs & Shaw, 1972) argues that media do not tell people what to think but rather what to think about. By highlighting economic development in its headlines, Media Indonesia places government-led mining operations high on the public agenda, framing them as a legitimate topic for discussion. Tempo, conversely, elevates environmental and community concerns, thereby redefining the agenda to focus on sustainability and local impacts. These differences underscore the power of media in shaping not only public opinion but also the policy agenda, especially in resource-rich regions like Raja Ampat
Framing analysis is used in this study as one of the key approaches to media content analysis. As a form of textual media analysis, framing analysis is part of the constructionist paradigm, which focuses on how the media constructs social realities and represents certain perspectives (Eriyanto, 2011:115).
In analyzing media texts, journalists often select political events as newsworthy topics that attract public interest. In the contemporary era, politics has entered the mediation stage, where mass media has become inseparable from political processes (Ibnu Hamad, 2004:4).
This also applies to the case of nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat, where Tempo and Media Indonesia framed the issue differently:
· Tempo highlights the environmental and socio-economic risks posed by mining, portraying the issue with a negative sentiment.
· Media Indonesia, on the other hand, tends to emphasize government perspectives, highlighting economic opportunities and portraying mining activities with a positive sentiment. These divergent approaches demonstrate that media ownership and political affiliations play a crucial role in shaping framing strategies and influencing public opinion. This pattern has implications for media credibility and public trust. Audiences increasingly rely on online platforms for news, yet algorithmic curation may amplify frames that favor dominant actors. Understanding these dynamics is essential for fostering media literacy and encouraging balanced reporting.
Tabel 1
		Aspect
	Tempo
	Media Indonesia

	Common Headlines
	“Nickel Mining Permit Controversy”
	“Five Mining Companies Operating”

	Lexical Focus
	“Threat,” “Damage,” “Opposition”
	“Development,” “Investment,” “Opportunity”





Source: Author Analysis
Framing in Tempo
Tempo adopts an investigative journalism style, characterized by a critical and questioning approach. In its article titled “Nickel Mining Permit Controversy in Raja Ampat” (June 13, 2025 Tempo), Tempo focuses on:
· The strategic economic interests of stakeholders in Raja Ampat.
· Criticism from environmentalists, academics, and local communities opposing nickel mining.
· The risk of environmental damage, including threats to marine ecosystems and biodiversity.
· Concerns over the potential disruption of local livelihoods, particularly for fishing communities. 
Although Tempo predominantly features anti-mining perspectives, it still includes government statements as supporting information. However, such statements are often placed toward the end of the articles, showing a framing bias favoring environmental conservation.

Framing in Media Indonesia
Conversely, Media Indonesia frames the issue with a pro-government and pro-economic development perspective. In its article titled “Five Mining Companies Operating in Raja Ampat” (June 8, 2025 Media Indonesia), the outlet emphasizes:
· Government assurances that nickel mining activities are safe and comply with regulations.
· Positive statements from the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (ESDM), the Raja Ampat regency government, and representatives from PT Gag Nickel and other companies.
· The economic benefits of nickel mining, portraying it as an opportunity to boost national income and regional development.
· Supportive narratives suggesting that mining operations do not harm ecosystems or local communities.
Media Indonesia constructs its framing through selective sourcing by predominantly featuring government officials and company representatives, while voices opposing mining are minimized or excluded.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The contrasting reporting styles demonstrate how media political economy influences news framing:
Table 2
	Aspect
	Tempo (Investigative)
	Media Indonesia (Pro-Government)

	Framing Tone
	Negative / Critical
	Positive / Supportive

	Main Focus
	Environmental damage, social impact
	Economic growth, government policy

	Primary Sources
	NGOs, academics, local activists
	Government officials, company representatives

	News Angle
	Opposition to mining
	Support for mining

	Impact    on Audience
	Encourages environmental awareness
	Promotes government trust


Source: Author Analysis
DISCUSSION
This study confirms that the political economy of media ownership and editorial policy directly influences the framing of environmental and economic issues. In the case of nickel mining in Raja Ampat, Tempo adopts a watchdog role emphasizing environment. Future research should expand the sample to include social media discourse and regional news outlets to understand how frames circulate beyond national media. Practically, these findings highlight the need for stronger journalistic ethics, greater transparency in media ownership, and increased media literacy among the public to counterbalance one-sided reporting.
Policymakers, journalists, and civil society organizations should collaborate to ensure that reporting on environmental issues reflects diverse perspectives, protecting public interest and ecological sustainability in Indonesia’s rapidly developing regions.
The controversy over nickel mining activities in Raja Ampat is framed differently by Tempo and Media Indonesia, reflecting their *ownership structures, political affiliations, and editorial policies. Both outlets construct narratives that shape public understanding but employ distinct framing strategies and sourcing patterns.
1. Tempo’s Investigative Approach
Tempo employs an investigative journalism model, characterized by its critical tone and balanced use of multiple sources. In the article “Nickel Mining Permit Controversy in Raja Ampat” (June 13, 2025 Tempo), Tempo:
· Highlights the environmental consequences of nickel mining.
· Uses statements from NGOs, academics, and environmental experts who express concerns about ecosystem degradation and marine biodiversity loss.
· Discusses local community resistance, focusing on fears of livelihood disruption and tourism decline.
· Challenges government claims of sustainability by presenting scientific evidence and alternative perspectives.
Although Tempo attempts to cover both sides, its framing tends to prioritize environmental concerns over government narratives, positioning itself as a watchdog of public interest.
2. Media Indonesia’s Pro-Government Narrative
Media Indonesia, owned by Surya Paloh and affiliated with the Media Group Network, adopts a pro-government framing. In its article “Five Mining Companies Operating in Raja Ampat” (June 8, 2025 Media Indonesia), the outlet:
· Emphasizes government assurances regarding environmental safety and legal compliance.
· Features statements from the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (ESDM), Raja Ampat local officials, and company representatives such as PT Gag Nickel.
· Promotes the narrative that nickel mining activities bring economic benefits, including job creation, infrastructure development, and increased regional income.
· Minimizes or excludes voices critical of nickel mining, resulting in one-sided reporting.
This framing reflects Media Indonesia’s alignment with government policy and suggests that ownership structure and political affiliations strongly influence editorial decisions.
3. The Influence of Media Political Economy
The framing differences between Tempo and Media Indonesia can be understood through the lens of media political economy theory (McQuail, 2010; Mosco, 1996:105), which explains how media ownership, political interests, and economic structures shape news content.
According to Westley and MacLean’s communication model (1957), media institutions operate within a network of formal and informal controls, including:
· Institutional ownership interests: Media owners influence editorial policies.
· Political affiliations: Alignment with or opposition to government agendas affects news framing.
· Economic dependencies: Advertising, investments, and business relations impact content neutrality.
· Media logic: Each outlet develops its own framework for selecting, constructing, and presenting “reality.”
In this case:
· Tempo operates with greater editorial independence, maintaining its tradition of investigative journalism and critical reporting, despite potential political pressures.
· Media Indonesia, as part of a politically affiliated conglomerate, demonstrates a tendency to align its reporting with government policies and economic development narratives.

4. Public Impact and Media Credibility
The divergent framing strategies influence public perception and trust:
· Tempo appeals to readers who value environmental conservation and independent journalism, strengthening its reputation as a critical watchdog.
· Media Indonesia reinforces government credibility, shaping public opinion to support state policies and mining operations.
This finding underscores how media political economy directly affects information accessibility, public discourse, and the formation of social attitudes.

CONCLUSION
The findings of this study demonstrate that the political economy of the media has become an influential factor in shaping reporting styles and public perceptions in Indonesia’s post-reform media landscape. The results reveal a significant correlation between media systems, political structures, and economic interests. The study shows that media content is closely related to the ownership structure and political affiliations of media institutions. In the case of the nickel mining controversy in Raja Ampat, the differences in framing between Tempo and Media Indonesia illustrate how these factors influence news coverage:
· Tempo, founded by Goenawan Mohamad and known for its investigative journalism style, frames the nickel mining issue with a negative sentiment, emphasizing environmental preservation and social impacts.
· Media Indonesia, owned by Surya Paloh and aligned with government policies, frames the same issue with a positive sentiment, focusing on economic growth, policy support, and developmental benefits.
These findings support Westley and MacLean’s media and society formation theory (1957 in McQuail, 2010, 53), which highlights several determinants of media coverage, including institutional control, organizational motives, and media logic. The study confirms that media ownership and political economy structures directly shape editorial perspectives and influence how information is framed and delivered to the public. Therefore, understanding the dynamics of media political economy is essential for critically evaluating media content, promoting balanced reporting, and fostering media literacy among the public. Such awareness helps society better interpret how media narratives are constructed and encourages greater accountability in journalism practice
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